Fast-Track CCTLDs
32 ccTLDs interested in obtaining an IDN ccTLD during the fast-track process (1 November 2008)

In response to the ICANN's letters to all countries and territories requesting information about their interest in participating in the Fast Track process, 32 ccTLDs signed on.
 A total of 30 respondents specified one or more IDN ccTLD labels
and 10 respondents at this stage did not yet specify the IDN ccTLD
label(s). Some of the respondents that specified the IDN ccTLD label(s)
also specified that they had no interest in participating in the Fast
Track process. A reason for not participating may be that these
respondents are not eligible to participate in the fast track process
because the IDN ccTLD they are interested in is based on characters
from the Latin script.

 A total of 14 languages are anticipated to be represented initially through the IDN ccTLD fast Track process.
 The responses estimate the earliest availability for launching an
IDN ccTLD within 3 months and the latest being available per the end of
2010.

 ICANN will provide updates to the statistics listed above as
additional responses are being received. The data above is based on
responses received per 1 November 2008.

ICANN Seeks Public Comments on IDN ccTLD Fast Track Draft Implementation Plan (23 October 2008)

 The Draft Implementation Plan provides the roadmap and many implementation details for the Fast Track process. The plan is presented in modules that later will be further detailed and finalized for the IDN ccTLD Fast Track process. Them modules are:

    Module 1: general Introduction and background Information
    Module 2: Fast Track Eligibility Requirements
    Module 3: TLD String Criteria and Requirements
    Module 4: Technical Committee Considerations
    Module 5: Fast Track Request and Evaluation Process
    Module 6: TLD Delegation Process
    Module 7: Discussion of Additional Topics

Included in the Draft Implementation Plan are some open issues that will be reworked through additional community consultation and that need to be resolved, to complete the implementation. These topics are presented in Module 7. ICANN staff is encouraging and looking forward to these discussions at the ICANN meeting in Cairo, Egypt, 1–7 November 2008 and beyond.
Comments on the Draft Implementation Plan are welcome via email to ft-implementation@icann.org. An archive of all comments received will be publicly posted at http://forum.icann.org/lists/ft-implementation/.

ICANN Seeks Interest in IDN ccTLD Fast-Track Process (2 October 2008)

the CEO & President of ICANN has written to national governments
about the introduction of IDNs at the lop level of the domain name
system, and to seek their assistance in forecasting the number of
countries and territories interesting in seeking an IDN ccTLD/s through
the "fast track: process. The letter states, "[I]t is anticipated that this ccPDP will take in the order of two years
to complete and will result in a well-defined policy allowing for the
introduction of IDN ccTLDs into the domain name system. However, early
consultations and discussions on this issue revealed that there are
already some countries and territories who have an urgent need for an
IDN ccTLD. As a result, a “fast track” process that does not pre-empt
the outcome of the ccPDP, is being developed to address this need. As
part of this process, ICANN is attempting to forecast the number of
countries and territories interested in seeking an IDN ccTLD/s through
the “fast track” process." The letter is also writing to the ccTLD managers. The Questions for Each Territory is attached with the letter.

Cross-Constituency IDNC Working Group Finalized Its Proposal on Fast Track ccTLDs to the Board (26 June 2008)

On 26 June 2008, IDNC Working Group finalized its proposal on fast track implementation of IDN ccTLDs and submitted the same to the Board for review and approval. The Board passed the resolution on 26 June 2008 and acknowledged the pressing need for its implementation by identifying a timeline for the staff to submit the implementation report, i.e. before Cairo Meeing in November 2008. This is an important achievement for the user community.

The proposal is supported by both ccNSO and GAC. The final report is hereby attached.
On 25 June 2008, ccNSO Council made the following resolution on the draft Final Report of the IDNC WG:

I. To thank the IDNC WG for its hard work in producing the Final Report.
II. Welcomes the report and endorses the recommendations contained there in.

III. To ask the IDNC WG to submit the report to the ICANN Board, with the endorsement of the recommendations by the ccNSO
IV. To request the Board to instruct the ICANN staff to prepare an implementation based on the recommendations contained in the report.

The council believes that the model of the IDNC WG has demonstrated the ability of the ICANN supporting organisations, advisory committees and technical community to work together in an efficient and effective manner.
On 25 June 2008, GAC published the following Paris Communiqué relating to IDN ccTLDs.

The GAC welcomes the results of the IDNC Working Group towards the development of the “fast track” methodology to allow on an exceptional basis the introduction of a limited number of country code IDN top level domains. The GAC believes the IDNC WG report and the recommendations contained therein provide the basis for the development of an implementation plan, and encourages the Board to initiate that process. The GAC looks forward to contributing to these implementation proposals.
The GAC would like to stress its support for a continuation of the multi-stakeholder approach for the consideration of these matters to date, which has been useful in identifying many of the key issues in the IDNC Working Group report, issues which now need to be addressed in order to achieve the early implementation of IDN ccTLDs.

The GAC also recalls its agreement in New Delhi that the substantive public policy provisions set out by the GAC in the "Principles and Guidelines for the delegation and administration of country-code Top Level Domains" (adopted by the GAC in 2005) are equally relevant to the introduction of IDN ccTLDs, in particular the principle of delegation and re-delegation. In this respect, the GAC emphasised that it is primarily for the local Internet community, including the relevant government or public authority, to determine the manner in which a string should be selected, the manner in which a registry operator should be selected and the registry policy that should apply for the selected IDN ccTLD.
The GAC also feels that it would be inappropriate for new IDN ccTLDs to be obliged to enter into contractual agreements with ICANN, not least because this could introduce further significant delay to the implementation process.

The GAC believes that, where it is appropriate for an applicant to provide authentication of the meaning of the selected string from an internationally recognised organisation, UNESCO could be one such organisation.
The GAC is willing to contribute further to the process of developing the IDN ccTLD general policy, which will replace the fast track in due course.

The GAC welcomed presentations by UNESCO and ITU representatives regarding proposed collaboration between their organizations and ICANN to advance multilingualism and its contribution to promoting inclusion, the development of local content and increased global access to the Internet. The GAC also notes the value of such cooperation among all relevant entities toward this goal (eg. ICANN, ISO, national and regional linguistic bodies).

Draft Final Report of Recommendations for IDN ccTLD Fast Track Mechanism Made Available (13 June 2008)

CCNSO IDNC Working Group (IDNC WG) is currently working to
develop and report on feasible methods that would enable the timely and
efficient ("fast track") introduction of a limited number of
non-contentious IDN ccTLDs, while an overall long-term IDN ccTLD policy
is being developed. The IDNC WG has created a Draft Final Report
designed to highlight the latest topics and issues that need to be
considered in developing (1) a mechanism for the selection of the IDN
ccTLD string and (2) a mechanism to designate an IDN ccTLD manager.

The draft document is being made publicly available at this time solely
to alert the community to the latest IDNC WG thinking and to facilitate
further discussions at the ICANN Paris meeting later this month. This
document has not been signed off by the IDNC Working Group whose
members will continue to provide their own comments and input.

Comments on the draft document are welcome via email to idn-cctld-fast-track@icann.org.
In order to be considered by the IDNC WG in Paris any emailed comments
must be submitted by 23 June 2008. An archive of all comments received
will be publicly posted at http://forum.icann.org/lists/idn-cctld-fast-track/.

Public Comments for ccNSO IDNC Proposal Methodology for Fast-Track IDN ccTLDs
At the ICANN Regional Meeting in Dubai, IDNC published the amended "Proposed Methodology for Fast-Track" for public comment. It is stated it has not been signed off by the IDNC WG who will continue to provide their input. The comment period will go on until May 7. Given its enormous importance to the user community, I post the document and set up a new page to collect the public comments. If you want your voice heard, please speak out loud here!

Public Comments Requested on Initial Draft Fast-Track Mechanism for Introduction of a Limited Number of IDN ccTLDs
يُرجى
يُرجى nbspإرسال التعليقات العامة على آلية المسودة المبدئي للتتبع السريع لتقديم عدد محدود منnbsp IDN ccTLD
在快速跟踪机制下引入有限数量 nbspIDN ccTLDnbsp 的初稿，现公开征求意见
IDN ccTLDsnbsp की सीमित संख्या के परिचय के लिए प्रारंभिक ड्राफ़्ट फ़ास्ट-ट्रैक प्रणाली पर अनुरोध की गई सार्वजनिक टिप्पणियाँ
한정된 nbsp 수의 nbspIDN ccTLDnbsp 채택 nbsp 추진 nbsp 가속화 nbsp 방안 nbsp 초안에 nbsp 대한 nbsp 공개 nbsp 의견 nbsp 수렴
ファースト nbsp トラック nbsp メカニズムに基づく限定数の nbspIDN ccTLDnbsp の導入に関する最初のドラフトについて一般からのコメントを 募集
Общественные комментарии к первоначальному черновому проекту ускоренного метода для введения ограниченного числа кодов стран доменов высшего уровня (ccTLD) IDN
This is a first Discussion Draft of the Initial Report of the IDNC Working Group (IDNC WG). It is published for comment and input from the
ICANN community. The Introduction of a Limited Number of IDN ccTLDs Under A Fast Track Mechanism:Draft Initial Report of the IDNC Working Group. Public Comments reqeusted by 26 February 2008.

The ALAC IDN WG is now working on the draft comments on this document and looking forward to receiving inputs (in any of the above seven languages) from at-large community. Please do send in your comments, suggestions and opinions through idn list, wiki and any other channels your prefer.

